Abstract: Th e paper analyzes the development of the value, commodity and territorial structure and competitiveness of agricultural trade of the countries of the Visegrad Group in [1993][1994][1995][1996][1997][1998][1999][2000][2001][2002][2003][2004][2005][2006][2007][2008]. Over the years, there has been a sharp increase not only to the volume, but also to the value of the traded agricultural products. Th e territorial structure of both exports and imports has narrowed to a decisive extent, primarily to the trade with the countries of the EU27. Th e commodity structure of agricultural trade has adapted very strongly both to the world and especially to the European market and it has furthermore reacted to the changes in the structure of the individual national markets. In the course of the years, the commodity structure has profi led so that there has been a limitation of aggregation with a strong comparative advantage on the market of the EU countries in relation to the aggregations that did not held this advantage. Th e analysis that has been performed indicates that the process of the accession to the EU has been refl ected positively in the results of agricultural trade especially in the case of Poland. In the case of the Czech Republic and Slovakia, the entry into the EU likewise has not led to a worsening of the results in the area of agricultural trade. Only in the case of Hungary, one does fi nd serious structural problems after the entry into the EU in the case of agricultural trade. It can be assumed that these problems can be attributed for the most part to the Hungary's current economic problems.
The agricultural sector plays a key role both with respect to its main function, which is to secure food security, and with respect to the non-production functions it serves in the economy and in society (Asuming-Brempong 2004; Jeníček 2009 ). The last 20 years affected agricultural sector in many European countries including the members of the Visegrad Group. The volume of their agricultural production was significantly reduced, but the volume and value of their trade activities had been constantly growing (Bielik et al. 2010) .
During the last two decades (specifically in from 1990 to2008), agricultural trade in the countries of the Visegrad Group passed through a series of changes that influenced its shape and character. The agricultural trade development was influenced especially by the globalization and integration processes (Horská et al. 2011) .
The globalization and internationalization of agrarian trade are closely associated with the development and application of the information and communication infrastructure and technologies, which considerably reduce transaction costs and contribute to the trade in differentiated goods (Tang 2006) .
The empirical results confirm that the information and communication infrastructure development has a significant impact on the bilateral trade in agricultural commodities (Bojnec and Fertő 2011) . Many authors consider the ability of a successful adaptation in relation to the new development trends as a sign of competitive ness (Pokrivčak and Ciaian 2004; Ciaian and Swinnen 2006; Pokrivčák and Drábik 2008; Pokrivčák 2009; Qineti et al. 2009 ). The ability of the Visegrad Group members to compete in the European and world market is the main subject of this paper.
In the case of all analyzed countries, in recent years there has been a significant increase of the exports and imports value and volume. In spite of their having much in common, there are differences among the countries of the Visegrad Group. The full manifestation of individual differences began to be apparent especially after the entry of those countries into the EU. In the recent years, there have occurred major changes in the commodity and especially territorial structure of agricultural trade in the case of the individual countries of the Visegrad Group. The Czech Republic, Poland, Slovakia and Hungary changed their trade orientation especially towards the trade with the countries of the EU27 (in the case of Poland, the dependence is less significant, in view of its activities in the markets of the CIS countries). In the case of the individual analyses of countries regarding the resultant value of agricultural trade, the countries of the EU27 have a share of over 75%. In the past years, their share has increased both with respect to agricultural exports and with respect to agricultural imports of the individual countries of the Visegrad Group (UN Comtrade 2010).
Also the commodity structure has begun to change very dynamically. While back in the 1990s, the pillars of the Visegrad Group agricultural exports still consisted mainly of labour-intensive products with a low added value, after the entry into the EU, there is an apparent growth of the share of finished products with a higher level of added value. This development trend is visible mainly in Poland and Slovakia. In the case of the Czech Republic and Hungary, the value and volume of unprocessed products are constantly growing (Qineti and Smutka 2011) . In the case of agricultural imports of products with a higher level of added value, right from the beginning of the 1990s there has been a strong, constant growth of that share. It can be said in general that in the case of the Visegrad Group countries, the unit prices of agricultural imports have over the long term exceeded the unit prices of agricultural exports, resulting especially in the case of the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Hungary in worsening of the balance of agricultural trade (UN Comtrade 2010) . In spite of these facts, in the period since the entry into the EU, especially in the case of Poland and Slovakia, there has been a significant increase of the prices of exports per 1 kilogram (Table 10) .
A characteristic feature of the commodity and territorial structure of agricultural trade of the Visegrad Group countries is its relatively narrow diversity (Pokrivčák and Drábik 2008) . On the one hand, this might reflect the tendency of the individual countries to specialize in the commodities with comparative advantage, but on the other hand, such a narrow composition of trade represents a great risk if unexpected market deterioration occurs. In the individual countries, the commodity structure is very concentrated -see Table 8 (the core of value, especially of exports, has always consisted of a limited number of aggregations -Poland represents an exception in this regard). The territorial structure of agricultural trade is also typically very narrowly specialized on trade with only few mainly European countries that constitute the core of the trading partners of the Visegrad Group countries (i.e. the Czech Republic -7 European countries (Germany, Slovakia, Poland, Italy, Hungary, Austria and the Great Britain) represent 80% of the total export and cc 70% of the total imports; Hungary -8 European countries participate (Germany, Austria, Italy, Poland, Slovakia, the Czech Republic, Romania and Slovenia) by cc 70% in the Hungarian agrarian foreign trade value; Poland -8 European countries (Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, the Great Britain, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary and Russia) represent over 70% of the agrarian foreign trade total value; Slovakia -7 European countries (Germany, Italy, Austria, the Czech Republic, Poland, Hungary and Romania) represent over 80% of the agrarian foreign trade value). In this respect, however, it is necessary to emphasize that the territorial structures of agricultural trade of the individual countries have not yet been settled and that competitiveness in the respective markets will play an important role in the determination of their long term pattern.
OBJECTIVE AND METHODOLOGY
The objective of this paper is to identify the changes in the agricultural export competitiveness of the Visegrad Group countries (the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary and Poland, hereinafter designated as the Visegrad Group) in the period 1993-2008. The authors aim at finding out if there are similarities or differences in the agrarian foreign trade development trends and competitiveness among the selected countries. On the basis of the analysis performed, the development trend and the position of agricultural foreign trade in the Visegrad Group countries are identified Also the competitiveness of agricultural exports of the individual countries is analyzed for the purpose of identifying the fundamental development trends and tendencies. Last but not least, the paper focuses on differences existing between the individual countries of the Visegrad Group with respect to the main developmental tendencies in the area of the formation of, in particular, the commodity structure of agricultural exports.
In spite of the availability of the data for 2009 and 2010, these two year have finally been excluded from the analysis because of the incompleteness and also because of the occurrence of outliers probably caused by the uneven effects of the economic crisis.
The central source of the data was the database of the UN COMTRADE which permits monitoring the development of trading of goods (including agricultural products and food) according to the Standard International Trade Classification (SITC). The data are presented in the current USD prices.
The analysis portrays the agricultural trade of the Visegrad Group countries by the commodity and territorial structures against the world and EU agricultural trade. Table 1 provides a list of the followed commodity aggregations. The subjects of the analysis are in particular the changes in the values of exports and imports and the coverage of imports by exports. A large part of the research is devoted to the assessment of comparative advantages of the selected commodities with respect to the main trading partners (regions) of the Visegrad Group.
Because competitiveness refers to various concepts such as establishing a global standard, developing new technology, products or a comprehensive business environment, the term causes often confusions for the readers. Therefore, a prudent definition is provided: competitiveness of the individual agricultural aggregations is understood as the degree of comparative advantage within the agricultural sector (at the EU level and the world level).
Since the aim of the research is to analyze the agricultural export competitiveness, the well known RCA1 index was chosen as the most appropriate instrument for it.
The concept of the RCA1 index is based on the Balassa Index 1 (Balassa 1965) . Balassa (1965, p. 116) summarised the problem as follows: "Comparative advantages appear to be the outcome of a number 1 The idea to determine a country's 'strong' sectors by analyzing the actual export flows was pioneered by Liesner (1958) . Since the procedure was refined and popularized by Bela Balassa (1965 Balassa ( , 1989 , it is popularly known as the Balassa Index. Alternatively, as the actual export flows 'reveal' the country's strong sectors, it is also known as the Revealed Comparative Advantage. Many countries are, for example, producing and exporting cars. To establish whether a country, say Japan, holds a particularly strong position in the car industry, Balassa argued that one should compare the share of car exports in the Japan's total exports with the share of car exports in a group of the reference countries' total exports. 
where: X = represents exports i = represents the analyzed country j = represents the analyzed sector of the economy (sector of industry or commodity) n = represents the group of countries or world t = represents the sum of all sectors of the economy or the sum of all commodities or the sum of all branches
The RCA1 index analyzes the export of the commodity "j" in the case of country "i" in proportion to the total exports of the given country and the corresponding total exports of the analyzed group of countries or of the whole world (Hinloopen and Marrewijk 2001; Utkulu and Seymen 2004) . A comparative advantage is then proven if the RCA1 index value is greater than 1. If, however, the result of the calculated index is less than 1, it may be asserted that the given country has a competitive disadvantage in the case of the given commodity or group of commodities (Qineti et al. 2009 ).
The results of the processed analysis are showed in two graphs: The first graph is constructed for the period 1993-1998 and the other one illustrates the individual countries competitiveness in the period [2004] [2005] [2006] [2007] [2008] . In the first period, there was no preaccession preferential access of the Visegrad Group countries to the EU markets, while in the second period, these countries were already fully integrated in the EU common market. The x axis represents the RCA1 index value for the world market and the y axis represents the RCA1 index value for the market of the EU27 countries. On the basis of the calculated values, the individual aggregations of agricultural trade are distributed into 4 quadrants. If aggregations have an apparent competitive advantage only in the world market, they are located in the upper-left quadrant (quadrant I). Aggregations with an apparent competitive advantage only in the market of the EU27 countries are found in the bottom-right quadrant (quadrant III). If an aggregation has no competitive advantage, it is depicted in the bottom-left quadrant (quadrant II). Finally, the most important group of aggregations with an apparent competitive advantage both in the market of the EU27 and in the world market is found in the upper-right quadrant (quadrant IV).
The above mentioned analysis of the individual agrarian trade aggregations competitiveness both in the EU and the world market is accompanied by the analysis of the individual aggregations' share development in the total agrarian export value and their inter-annual growth rate value development. The individual aggregations are again divided into four quadrants. Such a division of the commodity structure of agricultural exports of the individual countries was inspired by the BCG matrix concept (Kotler 2007) . A modified version of the BCG matrix terminology and interpretation has been applied, where the commodities placed in its upper right corner are called stars (represented by a high share in the final value of agricultural trade and a rapid growth rate of its export value); those placed in the upper left corner are called cash cows (with a higher than average share in the total aggregate value of the agricultural exports, but a low growth rate of their exports value); the commodities placed in the lower right corner are called problem children (or sometimes question marks, which are characterized by a low share in the value of agricultural trade, but on the other hand, the annual export growth levels are very high); in the last quadrant, the last commodity groups left are the dogs (those are the aggregations with an export growth rate below the average and a share in the final value of the agricultural exports also below average (low)).
index is therefore essentially a normalized export share. More specifically, if BI A j is country A's Balassa index for industry j, this is defined as to:
If
, country A is said to have a revealed comparative advantage in the industry j, since this industry is more important for the country A's exports than for the exports of the reference countries. Hinloopen and van Marrewijk (2001) discuss the empirical distribution of the Balassa index, while Hinloopen and van Marrewijk (2006) show empirically that the Balassa index is theoretically sound.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
In 1993-2008, there came about a very sharp rise in the value of agricultural trade of the individual Central European countries ( Table 2 ). The turnover of agricultural trade of the analyzed Visegrad Group countries during the monitored period increased from ca. USD 9 billion to approximately USD 60 billion. The average value of the turnover of agricultural trade of the monitored countries increased year-onyear by ca. 13.6%. The values of agricultural exports and imports in the monitored period increased at approximately the same rate.
If we focus on the development of the value of agricultural trade (Tables 3) of the individual Central European countries that became the EU members in 2004 and that share very close historical, political and economic ties, the following may be said:
The nominal value of agricultural exports of the Czech Republic during the monitored period of 1993-2008 increased by more than 440% (i.e. from USD 1 billion to ca. USD 4.8 billion), in the case of Hungary, there has been observed the growth of the nominal value of trade by ca. 320% (i.e. from ca. USD 1.7 billion to ca. USD 7.1 billion), Polish agricultural exports increased in nominal value approximately ten times (i.e. from ca. USD 1.5 billion to ca. USD 16 billion), and Slovakia has exhibited an increase of the agricultural exports nominal value in 1994-2008 by more than 530% (i.e. from just under USD 400 million to ca. USD 2.4 billion).
Speaking about agricultural trade, it should be mentioned that not only agricultural export increased its nominal value significantly. The nominal value of the individual countries' agricultural imports was also constantly growing. In the case of the Czech Republic, one may see the most dynamic increase of the nominal value of agricultural imports among all of the analyzed countries. During the monitored period of 1993-2008, the value of agricultural imports rose from USD 981 million to ca. USD 6.5 billion (i.e. by more than 620%), Hungarian imports increased in nominal value from ca. USD 1.7 billion to USD 4.7 billion (i.e. by more than 580%), during those years Polish imports increased from ca. USD 2 billion to USD 13 billion (i.e. ca. 550%), and finally with Slovak agricultural imports one finds an increase in the nominal value of agricultural imports from ca. USD 560 million to ca. USD 4 billion (i.e. by ca. 600%).
A characteristic feature of the agricultural foreign trade of such countries as the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary and Poland is a very strong orientation towards the European market, and particularly towards the market of the EU27 countries. In 1993-2008, the share of the current EU member states in the turnover of agricultural trade of the individual analyzed countries increased constantly. At the beginning of the 1990s, the countries of the present EU27 represented ca. 60% of the turnover of agricultural trade of the aforementioned countries, but by 2008 the share of the countries of the present EU in the turnover of agricultural trade of the aforementioned countries was ca. 80%.
With respect to the balance of agricultural trade of the Visegrad Group countries, the following can be said. With the exception of Hungary (where the gradual reduction of coverage of exports by imports can be seen), the situation regarding the development of the balance of agricultural trade is stabilized in all by exports has increased during the monitored years, and it varies at present at the level of ca. 120-130% -for details see Table 4 ). On the basis of many research studies concerning the agricultural trade of the VISEGRAD GROUP (Horská and Hambálková 2008; Pokrivčák and Drabík 2008; Svatoš and Smutka 2009a) , it may be asserted that the agricultural trade of the individual countries is constantly reforming and adapting to the conditions prevailing in the EU common market, where most of the trade of all of the countries in question is directed. Although for each of the Visegrad Group countries the accession to the EU has meant a fundamental change to the conception of the functioning of their own agricultural markets, with the exception of Hungary; these countries have been able to adapt to the new conditions and to find their own functional way to the EU common market (Tuček 2006) . They were also able to adopt the EU obligations related to the WTO. The other EU member states became their main trade partners and, on the other hand, some trade partnership developed in the past in the areas outside the EU single market had to be changed or even broken (Bielik et al. 2010) . During the monitored time period, the share of the EU in the individual Visegrad Group countries total agrarian foreign trade increased significantly. It must be highlighted that the position of the current EU within the individual Visegrad Group countries agrarian foreign trade activities had been constantly changing already in the period before their EU accession. The pre-accession agreements gradually removed the trade barriers. However, it must be mentioned that the Visegrad Group countries opened their markets to partners from the EU disproportionally (Vološin 2004 ). The following Table 5 provides a brief overview of the EU position development in relation to the individual Visegrad Group countries total agrarian foreign trade performance -the growth of the EU market position as the most significant trade partner for the individual Visegrad Group countries during the whole analysed time period is quite evident. An ever growing number of export items are able to make headway into the European market. This trend is especially apparent in the case of Poland and Slovakia, but even the Czech Republic is not bad off in this respect. Only Hungary, which had been the export leader of agricultural trade among the Visegrad Group countries for a long time, has fallen behind badly in the recent years. Most importantly, in the case of Hungary, the items coming to the forefront have a lower degree of the added value, while the Smutka 2009b, Smutka et al. 2011) . It is clear, because while there was a double zero tariff agreement between the candidate countries and the EU, the trade relationships between the Visegrad countries continued being hampered by the tariffs.
In relation to the trade commodity structure development, it can be stated that significant differences exist between the EU15 and the new EU members. While in the EU15 the high added value aggregations have the dominant share in the total agricultural exports, in the case of the new EU members, the situation is opposite .
In relation to the gradual transformation of the resultant appearance and character of the agricultural trade of the individual countries of the Visegrad Group, it should be noted that the agricultural exports of those countries react very sensitively to the changes of the internal and external economic environment. Responding the most dynamically to the changes in the area of economic growth of the European and world trade is the agricultural trade of Poland and Slovakia Smutka et al. 2011 ). On the other hand, Hungary has a very limited ability to react to the changes in the external environment. This fact could be viewed as a positive, as it could be interpreted that Hungarian agricultural exports represent a quantity stabilized over time, but in view of the fact that the period from 1993 to 2007 was characterized by a generally prevalent growth of the world economy and trade, it must be said that the Hungarian agricultural sector was unable to take advantage of that development or to make more headway either to the European market or the markets outside the EU (Udovec et al. 2008) . The fact that this took place in spite of the fact that Hungary seems to have the most favourable conditions for the development of competitiveness of agriculture of all of the Visegrad Group countries is indicative of the fact that the Hungarian agricultural and food sector suffered in the past and still suffers from serious structural problems, the most important of which is the long-term decline of competitiveness Smutka 2009a, 2010) .
As far as the development of competitiveness of agricultural exports of the Visegrad Group countries is concerned, it may be said that in the recent years, the competitiveness of the individual countries as exporters of individual aggregations representing agricultural and food trade has been developing satisfactorily. Over the years, the commodity structure of agricultural exports has gradually taken shape so that the individual aggregations can be divided basically into two groups. In the first group, there are those aggregations that exhibit a relatively significant ability to compete not only in the market of the EU27 countries, but also beyond it. In the second group, there are the aggregations that are not able to make the headway either in the world market or in that of the EU27 countries -see Figure 1 . 2 Table 6 gives a clear overview of the results of the analyses described above. Particularly apparent are the differences in the distribution of the number of aggregations in different quadrants (according to competitiveness) in the cases of the analyzed countries. The tables also show how the participation of the individual quadrants in the resultant value of agricultural exports changed in the individual analyzed countries during the monitored time period.
In the cases of all analyzed countries, there emerges a group of 15-20 aggregations exhibiting a long-term success, mainly in the European market and partially in the world market as well (Table 7 below shows details concerning competitiveness of the individual aggregations of the Czech, Polish, Slovak and Hungarian exports in the EU and worldwide markets).
The commodity structure of agricultural trade in the case of the Visegrad Group countries is relatively settled into a limited number of aggregations (an exception in this regard is Poland, which has a much more diverse export structure than, for example, the Czech Republic or Slovakia), which constitute the basis of the value of the overall agricultural exports. In the case of the individual countries of the Visegrad Group, the pillars of the present value of agricultural exports are represented by the following aggregations (Table 8 ) -the share of these aggregations in the resulting value of the exports of the individual countries varies within the range of 60-70%.
If we compare these data with the data characterizing the commodity structures of the individual analyzed countries from the early 1990s, we find that the present appearance of agricultural exports is very different from what it was originally.
From the results stated above, it follows that the individual countries are constantly seeking out their position within the market of the EU27 countries. At the same time, it can be seen that except for Hungary, which is undergoing a deep structural crisis (Wagner and Juhász 2009) , all the countries are making a successful headway in that market. In general, the following may be said in the case of the individual countries belonging to the Visegrad Group.
In the case of Poland, there exists a positive influence from the accession to the EU, which is manifested by a very great strengthening of the standing of the agricultural sector. Because of the removal of trade barriers, the Polish market gained the opportunity to make gains in the markets not only of the old EU members, but especially of the new ones. The result of this development is the overall improvement of the commodity structure of the Polish agricultural business and a very strong growth of the value of agricultural exports in particular, positively influencing the Poland's balance of foreign agricultural trade, which has shown a long-term surplus since 2004. During the recent years, in the field of agricultural trade, Poland has become the Central European tiger, with the potential to control events within the context of the regional trade with agricultural production and to continue with the trend of increasing its trade surplus.
In the case of the Czech Republic and Slovakia, it is apparent that the accession to the EU has likewise had a very strong influence on the development of both exports and imports. A positive feature in this regard is the fact that the long-term growth rate of agricultural exports is more or less mirroring the Table 6 . Development of the competitiveness of the commodity structure of agricultural exports of the countries of the Visegrad Group in 1993-2008
Quadrant
The number of aggregations in the individual quadrants
The share of individual quadrants in the total number of traded aggregations (%)
The value of all aggregations in the individual quadrants in USD
The share of individual quadrants in the total value of agrarian export (%) 1993-1998 2004-2008 1993-1998 2004-2008 1993-1998 2004-2008 1993-1998 2004-2008 Czech Republic growth rate of agricultural imports, with the result that in the case of the individual countries, the balance of foreign agricultural trade is at least not greatly worsening. Another positive aspect of agricultural trade in these countries is the fact that within the framework of their own commodity structures, they are having an increasing success with commodity aggregations with a higher level of the added value (Horská 2011; Vološin 2011) . Nonetheless, regarding the future, one may expect that the standing of agricultural exports within the framework of the national economy will not improve greatly, and that agricultural trade will always be of only a supplementary character within the framework of the national economy and it will be characterized by a trade deficit. Hungary is the only country in the analyzed countries of the Visegrad Group where agricultural trade as well as the whole agricultural sector faces a massive structural crisis. Over the years, Hungary has gradually lost its primacy as an agricultural exporter within the Central European region (Ferto 2001, Vajda and Baksa 2008; Csáki 2009; Smutka et al. 2011) . Th e share of agricultural trade and especially the agricultural trade surplus with respect to the Hungary's overall trading of goods is constantly declining. Because of the restructuring of its own market, Hungary has also lost its ability to compete in the case of a whole range of products, with the result that the Hungarian agricultural market is becoming more vulnerable (Udovec et al. 2008; Wagner and Juhász 2009; Weisz and Péter 2011) . Th is is manifested especially after the accession to the EU, when the Hungarian market opened up to cheap products from other countries (especially from Poland), and although those products are often of a poorer quality than Hungarian products, their low prices have attracted Hungarian consumers suff ering from the long-term economic crisis. Th is has led to a sharp weakening of demand for a whole range of Hungarian products and to worsening of the standing of domestic farmers and manufacturers. It is very diffi cult to guess what direction the agricultural market and trade in Hungary will take in the future. Without doubt, Hungary has an enormous potential, but the present crisis that the country is facing is gradually liquidating its agricultural sector, and unless there is a radical change to improve the competitiveness of Hungarian agricultural exports, there is a very real threat to the ability of Hungarian agricultural trade to generate a trade surplus.
It can be asserted that the territorial and commodity structure of foreign agricultural trade of the Visegrad Group countries is constantly adapting to the conditions of the integration processes taking place with respect to the market of the EU27 countries. This development is also fortified by the effect of convergence mechanisms and by the growing competition prevailing in the internal market of the EU27 countries.
In future, one may expect that the agricultural trade of the Visegrad Group countries will adapt even more (2010) to the conditions of the market of the EU countries.
In the case of a whole range of aggregates, there will certainly come about a strengthening of their influence within the framework of the national structure of the agricultural market and especially within the context of the European structure. On the other hand, there Table 9 . BCG Matrix evaluation: The analysis of Czech, Hungarian, Polish and Slovak agricultural exports development and structure (period 1993-2008) 1993-1998 2004-2008 The share on exports value
Growth rate of exports value
Czech agriculture
The share of individual commodity groups in total agrarian exports (%) will be a splitting off of a segment of aggregations that will lose their position both with respect to the domestic market and with respect to the regional and global markets. This development will be influenced by the continuing liberalization at the level of both the EU27 countries and of the WTO. The present form of the commodity structure of agricultural exports of the Visegrad Group countries is changing very dynamically. With the individual countries of the Visegrad Group, we can observe a very sharply different form of the commodity structure of exports in comparison with the situation in the early 1990s.
The Table 9 illustrate the development of the commodity structure of agricultural trade (exports) for each country analyzed. The tables show the dynamics of the changing export structure in the V4 countries. In the case of the Czech Republic (Table 9) , among the export pillars, there could be ranked commodities like milk, skim milk and dairy products, flour and cereals, alcoholic beverages, food products, tobacco products, live animals, candies and confectionery, animal feed, wheat, chocolate and cocoa containing products. In many cases, the strong export position of the above mentioned products is influenced by the fact that they are produced and traded by multinational companies).
Hungary's agricultural exports (Table 9 ) are currently based on the following product groups: maize, meat, wheat, animal feed, vegetables, live animals, sugar, vegetable fats and oils, milk and dairy products, meat ingredients as well as cereal and flour products.
Among the pillars of Polish agro-food exports (Table 9) , we could mention the following product groups: meat, milk and dairy products, fresh vegetables, cereal products and flour, canned fruits and fruit products, fruit and vegetable juices, tobacco products, chocolate and cocoa including products and food ingredients.
In the case of Slovakia (Table 9 ), the following product groups have been gradually profi led among its agrarian exports pillars: milk and dairy products, cereal products and fl our, chocolate and cocoa containing products, cheese and cottage cheese, live animals, sweets, fruit, meat, food products, corn and soft drinks. Th e commodity structure of the Slovak agricultural exports belongs among the most dynamically changing structures between all members of the Visegrad Group. 
CONCLUSIONS
The value of agricultural exports in the case of all analyzed countries is changing very dynamically. Except for the individual countries EU accession process, the Visegrad Group members' agricultural export value and competitiveness were influenced by many other factors -for example: the GATT Uruguay Round, world price development, new technologies implementation process, integration processes etc. In the recent years, both the value and the volume of the realized export and import (Tables 3 and 10 ) transactions have grown rapidly. In the case of exports, the individual countries are succeeding in exporting an ever growing volume of production exhibiting in many cases a high degree of processing. The individual countries have gained the possibility of exporting a whole range of manufactured plant products, under the influence of the decline in animal production. At the same time, the individual countries are succeeding in exporting food products as well, and this is related to the fact that the domestic food industry has received support in many cases from foreign investors (for example in the Czech Republic during the last two decades, many originally Czech companies changed their owners, e.g. the Tobacco factory Kutná Hora, the brewery Plzeňský Prazdroj, the chocolate factory Nestlé, the TTD sugar refineries and many others). Regarding future, one may expect in this regard a continuation of the growth trend of both the value and volume of the trades realized. Mentioned should also be one problem that represents a weakness of agricultural trade of most of the Visegrad countries (except for Poland). The weakness is a fact that, on the one hand, helps agricultural trade, but on the other hand, it also represents a possible risk. This involves the gradual specialization of the individual countries in the production of a limited assortment of agricultural commodities and also focusing of the individual countries on the trade only with a limited number of partners. Clearly in the case of the individual partners, there is a reduction of the share of the non-EU countries in the resultant value of agricultural foreign trade, and it is also clear that even within the market of the EU countries, currently including 27 member states, the territorial structure of exports is largely focused on a few key partners, whose share in the resultant value of exports is very great. At this time, nothing else can be expected than that the share of the current EU members in the value of agricultural trade of the Visegrad Group countries will increase at the expense of the trade with the so-called "third countries". The specialization and concentration of the agricultural foreign trade activity is an advantage particularly with respect to transaction costs, but should there occur unexpected changes affecting the individual export branches or partner countries, the entire agricultural sector of the Visegrad Group countries (especially that part of the sector that is dependent on exports) could get into a very serious trouble that could extend beyond the framework of the agricultural sector.
If we take a more detailed look at the individual aggregations constituting the pillars of the individual analyzed countries (the only exception is Poland), we find that a large part of exports is represented by items characterized by a high content of the traded mass, but also low prices per kilogram, from which it follows logically that the kilogram prices of agricultural exports of the individual countries will remain behind the kilogram prices of agricultural and especially foodstuff imports ) -for details see Table 10 .
The accession to the EU and the possibility of selling products in that market have led in the cases of all analyzed countries to restructuring of the commodity structure of exports, and most of the analyzed subjects (the exception in this regard is Hungary) are successfully exporting their products to the market of the EU with a higher degree of processing and with higher kilogram prices. As a consequence of this development and also as a consequence of the overall growth of agricultural prices that we are now witnessing, there is an increase to the unit prices of agricultural exports, especially in the cases of Poland and Slovakia, and to a limited degree in the Czech Republic as well. Towards the future, one may expect that as the individual countries become ever more integrated into the common market of the EU, the prices of agricultural exports will rise. Supporting this trend is the constantly growing demand for agricultural products, especially in developing regions of the world. Also having an influence on the price of exports will be agricultural policy as implemented both by the individual EU countries and by the EU as a whole within the framework of the Common Agricultural Policy and the Common Trade Policy of the EU countries.
